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| Support 5.651 & H.R. 1276 -- Recognize the Service; Honor the Sacrifices

HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE

UNITED STATES CONGRESS

The veterans of Air America (AAM) and its predecessor

company, Civil Air Transport (CAT), urges your support of
Senate bill 8651, and House bill 1276, which provides for
Civil Service Retirement Benefits for the years
those companies were owned, and controlled, by the
Central Intellipence Apency (CTA) For a thirty (30) year
French Award Ceremony !
Hownors Civil Air Transport |

Pilots i
On February 24, 2005, the Government of|
France honored the seven surviving
Amarican civilian pilots who voluntanily|
flew many hazardous supply missions to|
the besieged French Expeditionary|
Forces gallantly at Dien Bien Phu {Morth|
Vietnam). Fifty years after their valiant|
senvice in support of their French|
comrades, these Americans received|
France's highest military and {:ivi!iHn:
honor, “"Chevaliesr de la  Leglon|
d'Honneur'. The "Legion of Hunnr',:
created by MNapoleon Bonaparte, dates|
back to 1602 |
In January 1954, at the reguest of the|
LS. Government, twenty-one CAT pilots
were checked out in ©-119 aircraft to fly
supply missions to aid the besieged)
French gamson of Dwen Ben Phw| |)®
Describing conditions over Dlen Blen
Phu, Dr. William M. Leary writes, “The|

24th. CAT pilot Faul

From left to right- Ambassador of France Jean-David Levitte, Allen Pope, Monsan Shaver, Douglas
Prica, Roy Watte, Nalzon Duke, Willis Hobbe. Source: Embassy of France in the United States website

anything Allied planes encountered over the
|Serman Ruhr towards the end of World War
CAl suffered its first casually on April

wounds from a 37mm =shall
\CAT pilots fiew through flak as dense as| |surgeons wanted to amputate Holden's arm.

period starting with its establishment in 1946, its
engagement in full operation from 1947-1975, and its
control by the CLA from 1950-1976; Air America provided
the United States Governmen: with a unique capability to
conduct covert paramilitary action, or intelligence collection
operations on an almost world-wide basis.

. T /- v = -”*...-‘. -

|But Air Force surgeons were able lo save|
'Holden's arm. ©n May 6, 1954 CAT pilots,
James MoGovern and Wallace Buford, were
shot down over Dien Bien Phu, They were
the first Americans to die in what later]
became the Vietnam War.

R. Holden suffered
The French



Air America -- ""First in, Last out"

Adventure, intrigue, danger, sacrifice—words that fit Air
America well. Air America was a CTA - owned and -
operated "air proprictary” durning (he Cold War against
the global menace of communism. From 1946 {0 1975,
Civil Air Transpori (CAT) and Air America served
alongside U.S. and allied intelligence agents and
military personnel in the Far East, often m dangerous
combat and combat support roles. Behind a shroud of
strict secrecy, many Air America personnel were
unaware that they were ‘“shadow people” In
counlerinsurgency  operations. Some 243 of them were
killed in action laos, Victnam,
Cambodia and elsewhere. Though many of those Asian
eventually [l to the
contributions of Aur Amenca personnel to the cause of
freedom remain unparalleled in aviation history. CAT
and Air America personnel were the first Americans in
China and Korea and. after the US. military had
withdrawn from Victnam, Air America pilots risked

in China, Korca,

countries the  communisls,

their lives Lo evacuale the last Amencans. Air America
— "First in, last out."

Air America --
"Anything, Anytime, Anywhere,
Professionally”

ATR AMERICA ASSOCIATION, INC.

Air America Association, Inc. is incorporated in Texas s
a non-profit organization.

Classes of Members and Eligibilily. The assodation shall have
two (2) classes of members. The dasses are regular ond associate.
Each class may be awarded honorary membership os direded by the
Board The designation of euch closs, eligibilily, ond rights of the
members of each dass shall be os follows: Regular daoss of
membearship is open to all former employees of the Podfic
Corporation or one of its subsidiories, with their spouse, or widow
ond children. Associote class of membership is open to the
employee’s other family members and tormer spouses.  All parsons in
olher orgunizations that worked along side of us are sligible for
ussociate membership.  All ossociote members must he sponsored by
o member whe will vouch for their assodote status.  Acceptance for
Regular and Associote membership requires approval by the Board of
Directors. The personal conduct of on wpplican! that is deemed by
the Board of Diredors to not be in the besl inlerest of the
association, or cur country, will be denied membership [Bylows See |l
Fabh 20 Meambers Section 1],

OFFICERS
Presicent: Boyd Mesacher E-Mail: BMesecher@aol.com
Vice President: Tad Mauldin E-Mail; tedsm2@bellsouth.nel

Board Member: Judith Porter E-Mail:
Board Member: F.G. "Fd" Adoms  E-Mail:

Board Member: John Melion E-Mail:

JudyinankV@acl.com
egadams@sbeglobal net

imelton] 0&nc.rr.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Archives: Jesse Walion
Stockroom Saoles: Dan Gamelin
Nominating Committes Chairmon & Chaplin: L. Michoel Kondt
Stomp Committee Chairman: leffray Blanchiord

GENERAL ASSOCIATION INFOEMATION
Membership Secretary: Jane Mullins
Treasurer: Patty Sherman
Air Americu log Editor: Sandi McRainey
Website Manager: Steve Momer

Visit the Websile al: www.air-america. org
This official websile of Air Amenca and CA'T tells the 3-year story

of these great Americans--shadow people, largely unkiown Lo
Americans and the world. They helped bring the Cold War to an end.

Alr Anserica Rell 2048 pitules forward as if fakes oll m Scuth Vietnam
Source; Seon Thillips
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“From the shrouded peaks
of Tibet, to the black skies of

China, to the steaming jungles of
Southeast Asia, the legendary men
and women of Civil Air Transport and
Air America always gave full measure

of themselves in the defense
of freedom”.

The Central Intelligence Agency

"Firstin, last out”
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Central lnteliigence Agency

IN COMMEMORATION

During the hoties: days of the Cold War, the alrcrews and ground
personnel of Civil Adr Transport and Alr Amencs gave UNWRVEDITgE service o
the Urniled] Stales of Amsenica in the worldwide battle agains communisi
appression. Onver the course of four decades, the courige. dedication to duty,
superior airmanship, and sacriice of these indraduals sct standards against
which nll fabare cover] air operationg musi e measred.  Frome the
misz-shiouded peaks of Tibet, w0 the black skies of China, 0 the steaming
jungles of Southeast Asma fhe legendiry men and women of Cwil A
Trunspod amd Ade Amerwa always gave (ull measae of thensslves in the
defense of freadom. They did =0 despite often culdaled cquipment, hazardons
terraen, dungerous  weather, enemy bre, amd  ther own  government
burssucracy. Their actions speak eloguently of their skifl, bravery, lovalty,
and faith in themselves, cach other, and the United Stalcs of Americe.
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CIA CITATION

Agency presented the Civil Air Transport and the Air America Veterans
with @ Unit Citalion Award recognizing, h-:}nur'lr.gl and commemarating
our collactive serviee and sacrifice in Asia and Southeast Asia. The ClA
also presented individual ctations recognizing the specific accomplishments

and contributions of Hugh L. Grundy and Robert E. Rousselat Jim

Glerum and o senior ClA rapresenfative presented the citations dl_lring the

joint CAT/Air America Associations Banguet. More than 800 association
members atfended the event. Commemorative Medallions and Postal Cachets

were olso available at the reunion.

CAT on the KOREAN AIRLIFT
CAT, Incorporated, begin flying Korean
Airdift missions in Seplember 1950, CAT
carried dll type of corgo to pradically
evary airstrip in Korea capable of landing
a C-46, incduding ammunition, gosoline,
rations, aircraff  parls, weopons, and
barbed wire. Ammo induded bombs,
machine guns, arfillery shalls and napalm
tanks and mix. MNothing was too
dangerous to deliver to the fighting men
in Korea, and the CAl pilols ook their
chances. CAl dropped sinall leoms behind
enemy lines helped to convince the
Chinesa that a guenlla torce  was
operating in their rear. Numerous over
flights to Chino ond Mandwrio were
conducled, flying of low dhilude by the
light of the moon. Mavigation was
assantially by compass, ground map and
Hashlight. There was no rescue copability
should things go wiong These CAT
operalions were conducted to  keep
China from committing all its forces to
Korao.

INDONESIA To conlgin  communism
in Indonesia in the lale 1950s, the ClA
coverlly bucked the Indonesion rebals. In
support of that projed B-26 aircraft,
flown by CAT pilots, attacked Indonesian
airfields, noval vessels, and port foalities.
CAT pilot, Alan Pope, was shol down
while on a B-26 flying mission, spending
almost 5 years in an Indonesian prison.
He wos sentenced to death, bul was
later released.

TIBET With the growing evasion of
Tibet by China in the 1950s, CAT pilats
llew wirlili missions to aid the Tibatan
lighters defending their homaland  The
flights deporled Takhli in Thailond and
flew ogoss Burma ond Indic fo drop
zones in the Himaloyas. The flights
were flown on nights with a full mean
They were long in duration, around 13
hours, and there wnos no fuel reserve
There were no seledronic navigation aids,

STATE RECOGNITION

At a later date the states of
Kentucky and Oklahoma,
recognizing the legendary

leadership role of Hugh L. Grundy
and Robert E. Rousselot, inducted
Mr. Grundy into the Kentucky
Aviation Hall of Fame;
Mr. Rousselot into the Oklahoma
Aviation Hall of Fame.




Rice Dirop by an A& C44 over Laws — Phote
from the Frank Bonansinga Collection

AMINNING IV

ACTION

Eugene Henry
DeBruin

Missing in acion on September 5, 1943, on Air Americo C44
aircraft was hit by ground fire and crashed about 2 kilometers
from Tchepone, Sovvannaokhet Province, laes. Fugens DeBruin,
Chui To Tik ond two Thai nolionols porachuted to safety but wers
immediately captured by the Pathel loo. Crew membars, losaph
C. Cheney ond Charles Herrick, were killed in the crash. Later,
the Pathet Lao photographed DeBruin ond four others prisoners
and published a leatlet noming the five as their prisoners. Several
times during their captivity the entire crew was moved to different
locations within Savannakhet and Khammouane Provinces.

In early July 1966, Fugene ond six other prisoners mode an
escape. However, only two of the seven, Dieter Dingler and one
of the Thoi nationals who waos part of Fugene's crew, reached
safety. One reporl sluled that DeBruin was killed in the escape
attempt, but the Thoi nofional reported that DeBruin was lost seen
attempting fo reach high ground in o dossified locution. Eugene's
tamily hos not stopped looking for answers. They were wble lo
find a repord that Eugene may have been clive os lale as
lanuary 1968, His brother, Jerome fraveled to Loos in 1972 in

search of information,
kit / fweww. phaseloop. com Mforeionorisoners/ compaian-mia.himl

Left fo Ripar: Amaricen. Fugeoe Heory Dobrgon
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§ US News, The Pentagon has conlirmed that human remains

unearthed m China last summer at a remote sitc where a CTA
spy plane was shot down in 1932 an: those of Robert C.
Snoddv, of Roseburg, Ore. a civilian pilot whose CTA
connection was kept secret for decades.

"It's nice to finally bring him home.” said Ruth Boss. of

& Creswell, Ore.., who will bury her brother at the cemctery

where their mother and father are buried. Boss said in a
telephone interview Friday that she received the news earlier
this week from a CIA official who expressed some concem
that, afler all these vears, Boss might take it badly.

Schwarlz was al the controls when the plane encountered a
Chinese air delense ambush while tryving to retrieve a spy
near the town of Antu in the northeastern province of Jilin,
Snoddy and Schwartz were pilots for Civil Air Transport, a
CIA airline that supported coverl missions in the Far East
and Southeast Asia.

"It's nice to finally bring him home, "

In December 1998 their names were added to the Book
of Homor at CIA headquarters. That maked the
government's first public acknowledgment of the men's
agency connection.  They flew their mission duning a tume
when China and the United States were fighting on opposing
sides in the Korcan War and the CIA was trving to
undermine the fighling communist regime on its home
territory.

When the Chinese guns opened op, the unmarked,
twin-engine C-47 was making a low approach 1o a sitc where
a CIA agent was waiting to be snatched and recled aboard
with a cable strung from the belly of the planc. The cockpil
was riddled with bullets and the plane apparendy made a
belly landing on frozen ground, with Schwartz and Snoddy
caught in an intense cockpit fire,

In response looa 1975 US govermment inquirv about the
missing pilots, the Chinese government wrole o President
Gerald I'ord that "it 15 impossible to locate them now.”

An imitial visit to the crash site in July 2002 by a team from
the Joinl POW/MIA Accounting Command in Hawaii found
wreckage of the downed planc but no human remaing In
their post-mission report they concluded that the probability
of finding remains was "quite low." But a search team
returncd last July and found a small amount of remains.
DNA testing confirmed it was Snoddy, bul nonc of the
remains have been confirmed to be those of Schwarts, family
members said.

The CTA nitially wenl Lo considerable lengths to cover up
the failed mission. A lalse Night plan was produced. dated
four days after the actual fhght and ndicating a Korea-
to-lapan route. The cover story was that the plane
disappeared in the Sca of Tapan-far from the actual crash site.



CAT Flight Crow standing on the stairs of o CAT DC-4

The History of CAT/Air America

Civil Air Transport (CAT) was a unique airline formed afier
World War Il m China by General Claire 1.. Chennault and
Whiting Willaver. The history of CAT is marked by adveniure and
international intrigue. Using surplus aircrafl from the war, in 1946
CAT began to airlifi supplics and [l inlo war-ravaged China,
During the Chinese Civil War, under contract with the Chinese
Mationalist government and later the Central Intellipence Apency,
CAT flew supplies and ammunition mto China to assist the
Chinese Natonalist forces on the Chinese mainland. With the defeat
of the Mationalists in 1949 CA’l' helped to evacoate thousands of
Chinese by air to the island of Taiwan.

In 1950 the Central Intelligence Agency (CLA) bought the airhne
1o use in clandestine missions to fight communiem in Asia. CAT
continned to fly scheduled passenger flights while simuoliansously
using other aircraft in its fleet to fly covert missions. During the
Eorean War, CAT airlified thousands of oms of war malerials Lo
supply United States military operations. In 1954 CAT aircrews
airdropped supplies 1o the French at Dien Bien Phu in Indochina.
Throughout the 1950s CA'l' flew this fascinatmp combmation of
scheduled commercial Mlights and clandestine missions,

Phatopraphs courtesy of the Robert Rousselot Collection, Box
2, Folder 5, History ol Avinhon Collecihon,

Special Collections Department, McDermont Library,

The Lmyversiky ol Texas ol Dalivs

With the spread of commumism throwghout Southcast Asia,
CATs mission changed. In 1959 CAT was renamed Adr America.
Under the new corporaie name, (though CAT continued o fly
scheduled passenger flights out of Taiwan), Air America flew all
other tvpe of air operations in Laos and South Viemam. Operating
in mountainous terrain, Air America crews flew wath skill and
courage in supplying the anticommumnist forces m Southeast Asia

Air America [lew a variety of (ixed-wing aircrafl and helicopters
becawse of the region’s unforgiving topography. Missions
included airdropping thousands of tons of food, evacuvating
civilians, rescuing downed U.S. amcrews. and emergency medical
evacuations. In 1973, Awr America helicopter crews helped to
evacuate Americans and South Vicimamese [om Sowh Viclnam
during the [all of the country. In 1976, Air America’s
approximalely thirly year lenwre as the CIA’s airline came 1o a
close, The CA'T/Air America experience is unparalleled in
comnmercial aviation history. More than two hundred and forty
civilian CAT and Air America employees gave their/lives in Asia
from 1946 to 1975,

Robert Ronsaclor and CAT pilots in frond of a C-46
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The deep gratitude felt by
the 13th TFS towards the
valiant Air America crews
who saved our comrades is

difficult to express.
-- 8 Sep 1971

| want you to know
how much |
appreclated the
quick thinking and
resourcefulness of
the Air America craw
which took my wife
to safety from Dak
Son, under fire, then
returned to rescuc
me and my party.
-- 14 Dec 1967
Senator Charles

Percy
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THE SECRET WAR IN LAGS
For more than 18 years, the CIA directod native [orces that fought major North Vietnamese unite to a
standetill In Laos,

Ar Amerios, previously known uas GAT, Inmc, wae a vital compcncm in Lhe Adency's oparations in
Laos. Thers wers more than 300 pllols, copllots, filght mechanios, and air frelght specialists flying out of Laos
and Thafland During 19%0, Air America crews transported tens of thousands of Lroops and refugess, flew
emerdency medevac missions and rescusd drowned atrmen throughout Tacs, inserted and extracted
road-wateh teams, flew nighitime airdrop missions over the Ho Chi Minh Trail, monitored ssnsors along
Infiltration routes, conducted a highly sueccsseful photorcconnatsssrios program, and engafed In numerous
clandestine missions using night-rielon glagsses and astateof Lhearl slsctronis aequipment. Without Air
America's presence, the CLA's effort in Lace could not have besn sustaipned. Adr Armerica flight crews laced
cxiremely hosiile isrrain and weather conditions. Air Amsrica rotary wing aircrows rescusd an
extraordinary number of U8, military flight personnel-primarily in Lace. These werc truly remarkable and
usually heroic achievemente. At the end Air America was tasked with the evacuation of Salgon and Vietnam.

The "Secret War"
Laos Memorial

The lakefront of Sheboygan, Wisconsin,
will be home to o new memorial for the
lao, Hmong and Americon veterans of
the "Secrst War® in  laos. It will
commemorate the cournge of those who
fought and celebrate their contributions to
the United Stales. This monument will [ift
vp thal commiled spirit of the soldier
again and that respect of and trust in
the US. will corry on lo the next
generations, so thot those who fought
and sacrificed their lives for freedom will

not be forgotten. www.secretwarinlaos.com

I'rotographs from the Ghary Shank
Colleston al the Vienam Archive,
Texas Tech: aos, nndated




Thes Grary Shank Collection at the Viemam Archive, Tesxas Tech: Laos. undared

SUPPORTING THE "SECRET WAR"

CIA Air Operalions in Laos, 1955-1974 -~ William M. Leary

A Distorted View

Ajr America'’s public image has fared poory, The 1994 movie Air America
is largely responsible for this. Tt featured & cynical CTA officer who arranged
for the airline to fly opium to the administrative capital of Vientiane for a
corrupl Asian general-loosely modeled on Vang Pao, a military leader of
the mountain-region-hased Hmong cthmice gronp. The Gln depicts the CLA
man as having the opium processed into heroin in a factory just down tw
streel from the favorite bar of Air America's pilots. The Asian peneral. in
rotnmm, supplicd men o Geghl e war, plus a financial kickback to the CIA.
Ultimately, we learn that the Communist versus anfi-Commumsi war in Laos
was merely a facade for the real war, which was fought for conirol of the

arca's opiwm ficlds.

A Bum Rap

The commechion among Air America, the CIA, and the dmg trade in Laos
lingers in the pubhc mind. My nearly two decades of escarch indicate (that Air
America was not involved m the dmg trade. As Joseph Woeslenmeyer, who
spent the years 1965 10 1975 in L.aos as a physician, public health worker, and
researcher, wrote in Poppies, Pipes, and People: "American-owned airhines
tever knowingly transported opium in or out of Laos. nor did their American
pilots cver profit [rum s tansporl. Yet every plane in Laos undoubtedly
carmied opium al some Gme, uokoown Lo the pilot and his superiors--just as had
virtually every pedicab, every Mckong River sampan, amd every missionary
jeep between China and the Gulf of Siam "

If the CLA was not involved in the drug trade, it did know about it. As
[ormer DCT William Colby acknowledged, the Agency did lLittle about it
during the 1960x, but later ook action against the taders as drugs became a
prohlem among Amcrican lroops in Vielnam. The CIA's main focus in Laos
remained on fighting the war, not on policing the drug, trade.
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Eapt. ). E. Bumsart,
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st etands out In the ni,qhmlt traditinmn af th. Merienn apivit, Ay=in
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CLOSING THE BOOKS

Over the years Civil Air Transport (CAT). Air America, and associated companies operated efficiently and
economically. The emplayee's base pay, including pilots, wmsbawd upon the U.S. civil service pay scale at the time.

CAT and Air Asia Company Ltd. (the large aircraft maintenance facility) had a number of commercial operations that
were money makers, which helped fund operations, including purchase of aircraft, equipment, etc. At the end, on
closing the books on CAT and Air America's activities, more than $20,000,000 was returned to the United States
Treasury.

The Air America operation was said to have been the most successful operation the Agency ever had, and it was
due in no small measure to the professional, dedicated employees who were proud to be involved in the work. CAT
and Air America employees lived overseas in Asia, at times under primitive conditions, bagmning in China in the late
1940s under the leadership of General Claire L. Chennault of Flying Tiger fame, and ending with Air America’s
evacuation of Saigon in April 1975. : _

Source: Mr. Lindsey Herd, Treasurer/Controller of Air America, Alr Asia Go. |t , and Civil Air Transporl
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THE WHITE HOIISE

WAEHINGTON

...each of you confronted

danger and endured terrible ¢ May 5, 1987

e SN [T

hardships, and each of you

It gives me great pleasure to greet everyvone gatherod
i | for the Alr Americas Club's 1887 eeunbon, and to dedicate
rosc to the ChaHEﬂgEs }'011 b & memorisl for the pilots snd ssgsociztes of Air Amuerice who
] Med in the Hne of duty in Asia during 1947-1978,

Nnever fﬂlterEd.....frEE PEDP]C Each of you has gone his separste way in [he world,
| but == aa this reunion shows once agein -- the unigue
h i gervice you shared in defense of freedom forged a bond
! vf brothérhood that time and distance cannot break.
Ever}'w cre owce YDu morc ] Unuung and unrenognized, sach of you confronted danger

" and endured terrible hurdships, and each of you rose to
2 | the challenge; you never faltered. Although free people :

thaﬂ W'E can Ever hDPtI tD H everywhere owea you mora than we Ccan hbﬂ& 10 repay, our )
: greetest debt is to your companions who pgave thelr last i

full measure of devotlon. Just as their nemes are inseribed

IEPH}', our gftﬂ.tﬂst dEbt 15 to : on this mesmorlal, sc their memories are Inscribed in our
hearts. Wec will never fTorget them or their familles. some of

whom atlll seek snswers,

; il
FUHI ﬂﬂmpﬁﬂlﬂ'ﬂﬂ Whﬂ gﬂ."’ﬂf 4 I send & spuvial selute to all those members of Alr Americs /|
present, ond reoffirm my Administration's pledge o obtain {
the fullest possible accounting on the fale of our missing

in action. You have my best wishes. God bless you, and

God bhloss Amerios.

their last full measure of

devotion....
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The Last Day

On April 29,1975, the largest airlift of refugees in the Vielnam War took place as the North Vielnamess Army
overran Saigon wilh artillery, rockets, and mortars. Almost all of the American troops had long since deparled.
As the NVA moved in, avilians dimbed walls to get into American installations in an attempt to escape. Tragedics
were as commaon as boards on a picket fence, bul spontanenus heraics accurred as well.

As ground fire hecame maore intense, only helicopters were able 1o fly in and out of Saigon to aid in the
evacuation. The Pittman building, the structure seen pictured, became one of the lew landing areas Air America
Huey pilots could usc with relative safely. Air America was the CIA's covert paramilitary airline. The men and
wurmen of Air America were an organized group of professionals who risked everything to aid the cause of lreedom.

The story of this pholograph is in many ways the story of Air America. Hugh Van Fs, of United Press International,
tnok a quick snapshot of an interesting scene, refugees dimbing a ladder on the side of a building to the helicopter
wailing above, Ihe man extending his hand to the refugees is ©. B. Hamage, a C1A casc officer. Nu une knows who
the helicopler crew was, they didn't know they were being photographed nor would they have cared.

I'he men who flew these helicopters on the last day of Saigon were not there because of inlernalional economics
or political issues. None of them cver received official commendation for this valor: in fact, very few people realize
that the helicopler in the phatograph that became famous around the world was an Air America helicopter with a
civilian crew. Unheralded and unknown, these pilats were performing acts of heroism for no other reason than it
was the right thing to do.



